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The work of the American Bible Society ts both missionary and benevolent. 


To all classes in 


this country the Bible ts sold at the mere cost of publication, while in foreign lands the Scriptures 
are offered at cost or at merely nominal prices, and given to the poor everywhere without money 


and without price. 


SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


ADDRESS OF REV. JAMES STALKER, D.D., DELEGATE 
OF THE NATIONAL BIBLE SOCIETY OF SCOTLAND. 


It is a great pleasure and honor to be permitted to 
take part in the proceedings of this anniversary, to 
hear the record of seventy-five years of noble and 
beneficent work, and to see your Society, equipped 
with the experience and strengthened with the pres- 
tige of so long a past, addressing itself with hope and 
earnestness to the work of the future. I am commis- 
sioned to tender to you, on this auspicious occasion, 
the congratulations of the Scottish National Bible 


Society, a society which is even older than yours, and 


which comes third, after yours and the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, in the extent of its operations 
among the Bible societies of the world. I have to say, 
on behalf of that society, that we view with admiration 
your noble record, we rejoice in your prosperity, and 
we pray for your growing success in the future. 

As your wonderful country is opened up, Territory 
after Territory being added and the stream of immi- 
gration continually flowing in, we appreciate the vast 
and pressing work which you have on hand as a home 


mission agency. With us this part of the work is ~ 


largely accomplished ; the Bible is in the hands of our 
people, and our attention is turned more and more 
to the Continental countries and to the heathen world ; 
for the Bible is the chief instrument of the missionary. 
As soon as he has any success with the people he 
wishes to put the word of God in their hands, and the 
Bible societies give him the means of doing so. 

I question if in Scotland there is any money, for 


- religious or benevolent purposes, given with a heartier 


good-will than that which is given to the Bible society ; 
for our people believe in the Bible, and they know 
that it has made them what they are. As you are 
aware, in our little country we are blessed with a good 
conceit of ourselves. I plead guilty to having my own 
share of the provincial pride in my native country ; 


and, Mr. Chairman, I have never been less ashamed 


of it than during the last few weeks, because, wher- 


ever I have gone in America, it has seemed to me 


that people respected and almost loved me for being 
a Scotchman, and I have found people everywhere 
eager to make out their own Scotch descent. I am 
happy and proud to find that in the great world our 
little country is respected like the law. But if it is, 
and if it has any title to respect, it owes it to the Bible. 
Robert Burns knew his country pretty well, and when 
he wished to show what was most characteristic in it, 
he drew the picture of the Cotter’s Saturday Night— 
the family gathered round the hearth for family wor- 
ship, and the peasant father reading in their hearing 
from the big ha’ Bible. ‘‘From scenes like these,” 
he exclaims, “old Scotia’s grandeur springs.” This 
is no fancy picture. It can still be seen in tens of 
thousands of homes; and it is the word of God, thus 
infiltrated into the veins of the people, which has 
formed the national character. 

I suppose it is in everybody’s mind that this celebra- — 
tion of seventy-five years’ work in the distribution of 
the Bible is taking place at the very time when there 
is breaking out here a great controversy about the 
Bible, It would, of course, be entirely out of place to 
say a single word on either side of this controversy, 
and still more to make the most distant personal ref- 
erence to individuals... But I think there are some 
things which may be usefully said from an entirely 
different point of view. This movement, which has 
just touched your shores, has been felt in all its force 
already elsewhere. We have had it in Scotland for a 
whole decade or more, Before that it was felt on the 
continent of Europe. It has been going from country 
to country, and from church to church. Different 
men and different parties have taken part in it, with 
extremely various degrees of wisdom and unwisdom, 
of good and bad feeling ; and in it their character and 
motives have been tested. But, from the point of 
view which concerns us here, it may be characterized 
as a great testing of the Bible, which men have been 
examining with a closeness of view and rigor of inves- 
tigation never applied to it before. The book has 
been cast into a hot fire of criticism. 

But this is nothing new for the Bible. The word of 
the Lord is tried; the words of God are like silver 
tried in the furnace seven times. The Bible has been 
in the fire many times; and if it is cast into it once 
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more, it does not deprecate the process too. much, 
Nothing could be a greater tribute to the Bible than 
the keen and burning interest which all discussion 
about it excites. And it is a book so wonderful that 
people cannot be looking closely into it, handling it 
and turning it round, without new aspects of its glory 
coming to light. 

One result which has already, in our generation, 
come out of this constant handling and turning of the 
Bible is the view of the Bible as a literature. Our 
fathers thought of the Bible as one book: we rather 
think of it as a collection of books of different ages 
and by different authors. Well, I think the older view 
was the truer. I venture to say that it is truer to say 
ef the Bible that it is one book—one homogeneous 
message of divine love and wisdom—than that it is a 
collection of many books. Yet the newer view is true 
also, and has its own value. The books of the Bible 
may be studied with great advantage as separate 
wholes. I still remember the first time I ever read a 
whole book of the Bible straight through at a sitting. 
I chanced, while a student, to spend a winter in 
France ; and one day I was in a town where there was 
no Protestant church. Inthe morning I went to the 
Roman Catholic church; but the service was all over 
by breakfast-time, gnd I was thrown on my own 
resources for the rest of the day. Leaving the hotel 
where I was staying, I lay down on a green knoll and 
began reading here and there, as I was wont, in the 
Bible, till, chancing on the Epistle to the Romans, I 
read on and on through it. As I proceeded, I began 
to catch the drift of Paul’s thought; or rather, 1 was 
caught by it and drawn on. The mighty argument 
opened out and rose like a great work of art above 
me till at last it inclosed me within its perfect propor- 
tions. It was a revolutionary experience. I saw for 
the first time that a book of Scripture is a complete 
discussion of a single subject; I felt the force of the 
book as a whole; and I understood the different parts 
in the light of the whole as I had never understood 
them when reading them by themselves. 

Now this is the advantage of regarding the books 
of the Bible separately. Each of them is a discussion 
of a single theme. Job, for example, is on the Prob- 
lem of Evil; Ecclesiastes is on the Highest Good; 
Galatians is on Righteousness; Hebrews is a contrast 
between the Old Testament and the New; and so on, 
To take in the whole drift of a book makes a much 
stronger impression than can be made by its separate 
chapters or verses; and thus to master book after 
ea is to fill the mind with the great thoughts of 
God. 

Another advantage of this method of study is that 
the parts of a book are more intelligible when read in 
the light of the whole. Many an obscure verse be- 
comes clear when you come upon it in its own place 
in the course of the argument; and many a verse, 
prized already for itself, acquires a new dignity when 
you perceive that it is the keystone of some great arch 
of truth, There are indeed, it must be confessed, 
some disappointments also in this mode of study. 
Sometimes you will discover that favorite verses have 
not the meaning you have attributed to them. The 
mere sound has suggested a certain meaning; but 
when you come upon the verse in its own place, you 
see at once that its meaning is quite different, Surely, 
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however, every virile mind will wish to know precisely 
what the writer meant by every word he said, and 
every reverent mind will be persuaded that the exact 
thought of the Spirit is the best. 

This habit of viewing the Bible as a collection of 
separate books has, as you know, been accompanied 
by the closest inquiry into the autharship and the age 
of each of the books. This has been going on, and it 
is still going on. It has often been done in such a 
way as to cause irritation to lovers of the Bible. There 


‘ has been the rude overturning of traditional beliefs ; 


there has been arbitrariness of conjecture ; there has 
been dogmatism ; and there has been the most extraor- 
dinary conflict of opinion between the critics them- 
selves. No wonder we often feel inclined to wish that 
the whole process would stop or had never begun, 
and to ask, What does it matter when or by whom 
this or that book was written ? 

But it does matter. Take, for example, the epistles 
of Paul. Everybody knows that these are not arranged 
in our Bibles in chronological order; but every stu- 
dent who wishes to read them intelligently reads them 
in chronological order. And what is the advantage 
of that? Well, one great advantage is that when you 
read them in this way you perceive that there was a 
growth in Paul’s theology from first to last. He was 
a growing thinker all through his life. He was under 
the inspiration of the Spirit of God; but the Spirit 
made use of the progress of his experience to open up 
to him realm after realm of the truth. 

Not only is this the case with Paul’s writings, but, if 
you arrange all the writings of the New Testament in 
their chronological order, you perceive that there is a 
constant progress from first to last. The simplest view 
of Christianity is in the synoptical gospels ; a more 
comprehensive view is contained in the Petrine writ- 
ings and those associated with them; a still profounder 
view belongs to Paul; and the final and sublimest 
view of all is found in the writings of John. 

Now, the perception of this progress gives new inter- 
est to the Bible. The human mind is so made that it 
likes to see things growing. I think we may say with- 
out irreverence that the divine mind has the same 
characteristic. All God’s works grow. First the 
blade, then the ear, afterward the full corn in the 
ear. Why, is not this the great discovery of modern 
science—that in all God’s work in nature there has 
been from the first a wonderful upward progress and 
evolution? This has fascinated the mind of our cen- 
tury; and the new way of studying the Bible brings 
God’s work in revelation into line with what is known 
about his work in nature. Here is the same hand at 
work; and the human mind has the same delight in 
observing the gradual unfolding of God’s thoughts in 
the Bible as it has in observing the development of the 
creative plan in the structure of the universe. “ 

If I may without offense approach a little nearer 
present questions, I would say that, as lovers and 
distributers~of the Bible, we can even already see 
some gains which will arise to this book. 

There can be no doubt that in the course of the 
close investigations to which the Bible has been ex- 
posed there have been brought to light at least appar- 
ent faults and blemishes. Every one acknowledges 
this; and it must further be conceded that it is just 
when the Bible is closely looked into that these ap- 
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pear. When it is read loosely and carelessly they are 
not perceived, but when people begin to examine the 
Bible minutely difficulties arise. Many of the strong- 
est minds believe that these faults are only apparent, 
and that fuller investigation will clear them away. 
Such scholars will now be compelled to hasten their 
investigations, efforts will be made to vindicate the 
Bible from every kind of error such as it has not been 
necessary to make hitherto, and the Bible will reap 
the advantage. 

On the other hand, those who take the opposite 
side give the most solemn and, no doubt, sincere 
assurance that they retain their belief in the authority 
of Scripture unimpaired. Rut the public mind has 
been wont to associate the authority of Scripture with 
its inerrancy, and it will certainly call upon them to 
demonstrate on what grounds they believe in the 
authority of Scripture when they have given up iner- 
rancy. And those who believe most thoroughly in 
the inerrancy of Scripture cannot help rejoicing if the 
other evidences of the excellency and authority of 
Scripture which may have been too much neglected 
are brought into public view. There are many such 
evidences, whether they are sufficient of themselves 
to establish the authority of Scripture or not. There 
is, for example, the evidence of experience. Men feel 
that whenever they bring themselves into contact with 
the Bible, it does them good. It is in their best mo- 
ments that they enjoy it most. The better they be- 
come, the more they read it; and the more they read 
it, the wiser, the holier, the happier do they become. 

Mr. Chairman, I have ventured, instead of indulg- 
ing in generalities, to speak to the thoughts which are 
in the minds of all, and I trust that I have done so 
without injury or offense to any. I have no desire to 
m‘nimize the. gravity of the problems; they will draw 
us all in, and they will try us all. But we ought not 
to tremble too much for the ark of God: it is God’s 
ark, and he will take charge of it. This is only an 
episode in the history of the Bible; the providence of 
God is watching over it; and we may be very sure 
that when it is over, the Bible, being better under- 
stood, will be seen more clearly than ever to be suited 
to the deepest wants of man and fitted to be the torch 
which guides him along the pathway of progress. 


ADDRESS OF THE REV. J. O. PECK, D.D. 


Mr. President: We meet to celebrate the Seventy- 
fifth Anniversary of the American Bible Society—the 
diamond wedding! And such a diamond anniversary 
of unmeasured meaning has never before been cele- 
brated on these shores. Heaven and earth convene 
to-day to offer no empty or conventional congratula- 
tions. We are burdened by unspeakable gratitude 
and love. No man can measure nor speak the work 
of these seventy-five shining years. 

The record of the past is colossal: the auspices of 
the future millennial. This is a different world as the 
result of the work of the American Bible Society. 
Hence, gratitude and joy and love from a myriad 
beneficiaries must blossom into congratulations on 
this diamond anniversary day. 

But the utterances are more than congratulations : 
they are benedictions. Benedictions from millions of 


souls in many lands, quickened into light, life, and 
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the liberty of the sons of God by the ministrations of 
this Society ; benedictions from the missionary and 
evangelistic agencies which have always felt the thrill 
of its swift and generous and fraternal co-operation ; 
benedictions from the destitute and neglected por- 
tions of this land—from lonely hamlet and reeking 
city tenement, from Southern negro cabin and West- 
ern frontier dug-out—touched into new life and hope 
by the visits of its colporteurs ; benedictions from the 
angels whose wings, white with the sheen of the glory 
of God, fly on their mission as “ ministering spirits ”’ 
to the heirs of salvation to whom this Society has 
opened the vision of heaven in the gift of the Book of 
Revelation ; benedictions from the triune God whose 
quickening and saving truth it is the sole, sublime, 
and transcendent mission of this Society to publish 
and disseminate to a perishing world; benedictions 
that are freighted with actual blessing from all peo- 
ples and lands, from earth and heaven—pour to-day 
on the American Bible Society. 

Mr. President, I am designated to the privilege and 
the honor of conveying to the Bible Society on this 
memorable occasion the grateful sentiments of the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
And, sir, I am oppressed with the burden of debt 
which we owe the Bible Society, and with the poverty 
which admonishes that we cannot discharge that oblt- 
gation. Standing aloof from the small bickerings of 
sectarianism, there is something of the wideness and 
impartiality of the God of the Bible in the spirit and 
work of the American Bible Society. 

Without the generous co-operation of this Society, 
our missionary work, both home and foreign, would 
often have been crippled and at times almost pros- 
trated. Sometimes this Society has been our pioneer 
in new fields; sometimes our yokefellow; always 
our trusted ally and constant friend. 

We crown the Bible Society to-day in our venera- 
tion and gratitude as the queen of all agencies in the 
world’s evangelization. We bring a coronet, jewelled 
with seventy-five brilliant years of helpfulness, to 
encircle a brow already lustrous with the light of the 
glory of God. We cannot honor the Bible Society by 
any tribute we may bring, but we can honor ourselves 
in the swift and eager appreciation of the holy work 
of the Society during these lustrous years. 

It is doubtful if the Christian Church of America— 


_ yea, if the most intelligent and devout ministers and 


members of the Church—have half apprehended and 
measured the stupendous work of the American Bible 
Society for three-quarters of a century. It is beyond 
the grasp of the finite mind to appreciate the silent 
but omnific forces of the Bible which this Society 
sends forth to enlighten and evangelize mankind. It 
is not presumptuous to say that this Society is the 
“angel flying through the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting gospel to preach.”’ 

-Too much have we exalted and magnified church- 
ism, denominationalism, and human organizations, in 
the stupendous work of the world’s salvation. Too 
little have we enthroned and honored and trusted the 
simple word of God, “without note or comment,” as 
the authoritative and omnipotent agent of evangeliza- 
tion. With discrimination I said agent—not agency, 
nor instrument ; for power inheres only in the agent, 
not in the instrument or agency. Power belongeth 
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only unto God. But the word of God enshrines and 
throbs with the power of God. The word of God 
embodies the thought of God, and his thought is the 
breathing of Omnipotence. It is a word of power. 
Not in the paper and ink that issue from the press at 
the Bible House, but in the truth thereby revealed, is 
the power of God. He breathed divine truth into 
words, and they are still throbbing with the original 
inspiration. It is a “ving word; and because of this 
fact, despite assault by infidelity or “ higher criticism,” 
the presses of the American Bible Society have been 
busy for seventy-five years and will never be silent 
till the millennium. God’s word in revelation, as in 
creation, is creative, transforming, living. ‘The 
word of the Lord Ziveth and abideth for ever.” 

There was unspeakable significance in that utter- 
ance of Christ: ‘“The words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit and they are life.” In a sense predica- 
ble of no other “words,” the inspired words of the 
Bible quiver and thrill in the human soul with the 
imminent presence and living power of God. It is 
the power of a living agez/. The prophets, apostles, 
and supremely Jesus, used the same vocables as 
other men; but there was and is a power in their 
words that penetrates and transforms the moral 
nature of man, as the mightiest words of seer, sage, 
or poet never did. “Never man spake like this Man.” 

This differentiation of this book from all other 
books lifts the work of the Bible Society in unchange- 
able supremacy over all other agencies employed by 
the Christian Church. It furnishes a higher inspira- 
tion to give the Bible to the world. Preaching of the 
word of God takes on a new significance. Whether 
on the trontier by the everlasting mountains, or in 
the cabin by the southern savannahs, or in the mis- 
sions of the city, Bible preachers, “by manitestation 
of the ¢ra/h,” become God’s almoners of the words of 
eternal life to dying men, and stand ennobled and 
coroneted in the dignity of a work that 

“Well might fill an angel’s heart, 
And filled a Saviour’s hands.” 

The Sabbath schools that have been furnished with 
Bibles by this Society in seventy-five years, and 
whose pupils standing in procession would girdle the 
globe, rise far above our colleges and universities in 
the rank of their work: as their teachers, working 
with a higher truth, on the higher nature, and for a 
higher destiny, outrank the secular educators and 
philosophers of the world. 

The presses of the American Bible Society groan 
azd travail with the new birth of nations. Its col- 
porteurs are raised to peerage with the ministering 
angels of God in the work of human redemption. I 
know that other swords have gallantly flashed in the 
battle for human advancement, but the blade that has 
chiefly emancipated the human race is the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God. It crossed with 
the classic swords of Greece and Rome, and they 
were shivered in pieces. In the tournaments of divine 
and human philosophies, “the light Ithuriel lance of 
truth” has broken every ponderous lance of error. 
It is the sword of the Spirit to-day, as it issues from 
the presses of the Bible House. It has not lost its 
edge and point and power. It will hew its way 
through the ranks of error and human egotisms up to 
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the palaces of millennial conquest, where the weary 
world shall find rest. 

How sublime the work of this Society! To en- 
lighten mankind and show a benighted race the 
“light of the world!” It offers this “‘light of the 
world” to the degraded peoples who have seen only 
“The Light of Asia,” and also will have a colporteur 
on the steps of the Vatican to hand a copy of the 
Protestant Scriptures to-the Pope the moment he 
walks out of his snivelling “imprisonment” into the 
liberty of United Italy. 

This cloudless day of May, when life is stirring in 
seed and bulb and rootlet—when all nature, bour- 
geous in flashing leaf and fragrant blossom, is a sym- 
bolic and providential “setting” of this diamond 
anniversary day—we bring felicitations to the officers 
and Managers of the Society in the name of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. Illustrious have been the 
past years ; more glorious be the future! 

Simple but sublime work! You give the light to 
eniighten the Gentiles. From the Bible issue two 
zones of light: one from Sinai and another from Cal- 
vary ; and they shoot athwart the heavens until they 
blend at the zenith in a refulgent arch, above which 
sits enthroned and revealed the Son of God, saying, 
“T am the Light of the world.”’ 

Let the churches and individuals by enlarged sym- 
pathy and nobler offerings, and the correlated socie- 
ties by fervent prayers and gratitude, bring to-day 
the diamond ring of a renewed betrothal, and with 
fresh vows place it on the nuptial finger of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


AvustTria.—Mr. Clark writes from Prague: 

Recently I preached to more than fifty Roman 
Catholics who had never owned—and some of whom 
had never seen—a Testament until they were sup- 
plied by some of your men. Several of them will join 
ind branch church in this city the next time I visit 
them. 


— 


CHINA. 


Dr. Wheeler writes under date of July 2d: 

Riotous proceedings in the Yangtze valley have 
come to a halt in consequence of the timely and 
vigorous action of native officials and the pres- 
ence in considerable numbers of foreign gunboats. 
Rumors have not yet died away, but there is little or 
no actual disturbance between this and Hankow. 
Farther west recent trouble has occurred, and late 
news from the south of us is not of the most pacific 
character. It becomes more and more evident that 
members of the Kolao Hui, and perhaps certain 
malcontents who are not connected with that secret 
order, are going from city to city inciting the popu- 
lace to unlawful deeds. But the government is on 
the alert, and foreign residents at the important 
centres are prepared for almost any emergency. In 
some instances missionaries may be exposed to 
special danger; and yet there is no indication that 
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the anti-foreign feeling has of late been on the 
increase among the people generally. 

I send herewith a translation of the imperial 
decree. It is a distinct recognition of Christianity. 
More than that, it gives assurance of protection to 
missionaries and native Christians. It is difficult to 
realize the far-reaching importance of this pronun- 
ciamento from the Dragon throne. While it is prob- 
ably true that the imperial authority has been 
weakened by the recent inauguration of economic 
measures and the growth of a disloyal element, there 
is abundant room for congratulations that the times 
have so far changed that the issuance of such a State 
paper is possible in China. Our plans and work have 
been interfered with by the turn of events, but there 
is reason to hope for the opening of new and promis- 
ing opportunities in the near future. 

THE CHINESE EMPEROR’S DECREE. 

The imperial decree, referred to by Dr. Wheeler, 
says among other things: 

“Foreign missionaries who come to China, come for 
the purpose of teaching Western science and Western 
doctrines to the Chinese people, and such is fully 
set forth in the treaties made by China from time 
to time with the various foreign powers. . . . 
Foreign missionaries have now been in the country 
for a very long time, teaching and enlightening the 
people, and always displaying the most peaceful 
nature. The foreign doctrines are intended 
for the benefit of Chinese people who desire to follow 
the religions taught by the missionaries, and the con- 
verts are always under the rule of the magistrates 
and officials at the place where they reside. The 
converts and their ministers are good and peaceful 
people, and it is the bad people who are causing 
trouble and spreading false rumors that create riot- 
Ings << The authors of the’ posters and all 
parties concerned in the publication..of anonymous 
placards calculated to cause trouble, should be 
hunted down by you, caught, and doubly punished. 
The property and lives of foreign missionaries and 
merchants in China are to be protected, and if you, 
officials, neglect to do your utmost in protecting 
them, or if any mob of rioters get beyond your con- 
trol in the districts or cities under your jurisdiction, 
you will be at once degraded and dismissed from 
service.” , 


ADVENTURES IN. BRAZIL. 

Mr. Tucker writes of a recent journey to Brazil as 
follows : 

Soon after writing you from Diamantina, we left 
that city for the seacoast, a journey of about three 
hundred and twenty miles on muleback, and ninety- 
five miles by railroad. This part of the country is 
less thickly settled than that visited in the first half 
of the journey. We visited nine towns and villages 
before exhausting our stock of books. Afterward 
we hastened on to the railroad where the animals 
were to have a few weeks’ rest, and the men were to 
receive a fresh supply of booxs to continue the jour- 
ney into the State of Bahia. : 

During six weeks we travelled 560 miles on horse- 
back, visited twenty-eight towns and villages with 
intervening settlements, and sold nearly seven hun- 
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dred copies of the sacred Scriptures, besides preach- 
ing to hundreds of attentive hearers. 

When the Bishop of Diamantina knew which way 
we were going he wrote letters to all the priests, tell- 
ing them of our coming, and warning the people not 
to buy the “ false Bibles.”? He sought to do us much 
harm. In many places we suffered opposition and 
some persecution. 

At one place a mob gathered in the street, and the 
priest came out and read publicly the bishop’s letter. 
The people cried out, ‘“ Away with these men; ” “kill 
these heretics.” One man brought his gun to do the 
bloody deed. One of the colporteurs said: “ Gentle- 
men, if we are to be killed, we die not as men who 
have done any harm to our fellow-men; we die for 
the sake of the gospel. Christ died to save us; we 
are willing to die for him.” Very soon the tide 
turned, and in less than ten minutes there were sold 
more than thirty copies of the Scriptures. But a 
little later, eighty or a hundred of the excited crowd 
rushed out and surrounded us as we were on the 
bank of a small stream, just outside the town. Not 
knowing what awaited me, whether life or death, I 
determined to make the best of the occasion. I 
asked their attention, opened the Testament, and 
read from the third chapter of John, choosing the text, 
“God so loved the world,” and standing with un- 
covered head for half an hour, in the burning sun, I 
preached to them God’s great love, and salvation by 
faith in Jesus Christ. The victory was ours. We left 
them seriously thinking on the truth. May the seed 
sown bring forth fruit ! 


INDIA. 


A missionary lady in Jhansi writes to express her 
thanks for a grant of books: 

We are very grateful to the Bible Society for this 
gift to help our work. In ordinary cases we think it 
well to sell copies of the Scriptures, as usually we find 
that books for which a price has been paid are more 
highly valued than those which have cost nothing; 
but sometimes a Bible received as a gift is very highly 
prized. On one occasion in Jhansi a young man fol- 
lowed the zenana visitor to her conveyance as she 
left the house where she had been giving instruction 
to the women of the household, and when beyond 
observation he drew from the folds of his outer gar- 
ment a book, and, holding it up before the lady, said: 
“This Bible was given me bya missionary. I had 
been in attendance on the mission school of which he 
had the charge, and when I left school he gave me 
this book.” And he looked at it tenderly. ‘“ Do you 
read the Bible?” she asked. He answered in the 
affirmative, but he was obliged to read secretly be- 
cause of the jealous fears of his friends that he would 
become a Christian. 

Althoygh our reading-room is not yet open we have 
made it known that we have Bibles for sale. One 
evening not long since three youths from the city 
high school appeared at the bungalow and asked if 
we had English Bibles for sale. They then named 
the kind of type and binding required and pro- 
duced the price, going away evidently well pleased 
with their purchase. And this is only one instance 


out of many. 
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We expect to make good use of every copy re- 
ceived, and are indeed thankful to have these copies 
of the word of God. 


EXPERIENCES OF A TRAVELLER IN 
PERSIA. 

The following letter from Mr. Whipple, dated at 
Hamadan, illustrates the perils and hardships which 
are involved in journeying in oriental lands, where 
the advance of occidental civilization may be expected, 
at’no very remote period, to open new channels for 
the messengers who go carrying with them the glad 
tidings contained in the Holy Scriptures: 

HAMADAN, May 28, 1891. 

Having finished my business in Teheran, I gave 
orders for horses to be ready on Monday, the 18th, 
but I could not get the promise of them before 
Wednesday, and so many delays occurred that I did 
not get away before Thursday, the 21st. I was much 
tried but could not get any satisfaction. By riding 
hard, and by travelling nights, I reached this place 
on Saturday, fifteen minutes before midnight. I had 
expected to be here at 8.30 p.m., but I had to put up 
with the tired horses of the mail carrier, who arrived 
that day. Two hours after we started they showed 
signs of giving out, and prudence required us to 
slacken our speed. It began to rain, and sooner than 
usual it grew dark. Finally when it became so dark 
that I could scarcely see the white horse ahead of 
me, and there was danger of our being thrown into 
holes or into streams which we had to cross, I insisted 
on going very slowly and cautiously. For five long 
hours I rode through the rain, expecting all the time 
to have my horse fall and throw me. Once he did, 
but I was not seriously injured. I became so cold 
and stiff that I was only able to keep on by force of 
will-power. We could not even find a village at 
which to stop until we had nearly reached Hamadan. 
How thankful and relieved I was when at last we 
came to the wall of the city! But then another diffi- 
culty confronted us. How were we to get inside of 
the walls? There were two gates, both of them 
closed. But by paying a man who lived in a house 
outside the walls, whom we waked up, we induced 
him to rouse the gatekeeper of the first gate, and he 
for a similar gratuity aroused the second gatekeeper, 
and passing the second gate we soon came to the 
house of the missionary, Mr. Watson, with whom I 
was to stop. They had been looking for me but had 
retired, and after a little delay we were admitted and 
were at our journey’s end. I had not left the saddle 
for eight hours, during five of which it was raining. 
I wore a rubber suit, but it became heavy with the 
soaking it received, and my clothes got wet too. I 
was afraid I should be sick the next morning, but 
I was only stiff and tired, and I felt thankful to be 
able to get up again. I was several days in getting 
rested, but am all right now. I give you this little bit 
of experiences in Persia, such as we sometimes 
encounter. How often I wish that we could have 
railroads, or steamboats, or even a stage-coach. It 
would be quite luxurious! 

I hope to get through my work this week so as to 
leave for Tabreez next Monday. Part of the way I° 
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shall have to hire horses; the remainder I shall go 
by post, and I shall hope to write to you next from 
home, about the 12th of June. 


CORRESPONDENCE FROM BULGARIA. 
PHILIPPOPOLIS, May 5, 1891. 
To the Secretaries of the American Bible Society: 

The European Turkey Mission of the American 
Board is now holding its twentieth annual meeting in 
this city, and all but two of its members are present. 
We are thankful to have with us for fraternal counsel 
the Rev. M. Bowen, your representative at Constanti- 
nople, who is returning from the meeting of the 
Evangelical Alliance at Florence. 

The peculiar perplexities that confront us this year 
are those required by retrenchment. We apply that 
principle to our own salaries first of all, that the 
hand of the pruner may be clad in mercy while neces- 
sity compels it to seeming severity. It has been with 
exceeding regret that we have cut off from our regu- 
lar estimates the item for prosecuting the colportage 
of our mission books, and have placed it upon the 
uncertainty of contingent estimates. The best inter- 
ests of the work in our youthful missions require 
enlargement, and not curtailment in all its branches. 

We are glad that the Bible Society is ready to 
prosecute vigorously Bible distribution in all our 
field. Whatever may be the arrangements between 
our two Societies, you may be assured that the 
missionaries will always be ready to do all in their 
power for the circulation of the Scriptures among all 
nationalities and classes in our field. 

The effort to place such work and responsibility for 
it in the hands of native agents, as fast as the right 
men can be found and trained, commends itself to our 
judgment. Our colporteurs are choice men of earn- 
est Christian spirit. The new Bible depository, opened 
in this city last year, is an agency which we hope 
will prove helpful to the work in many respects. 
Mr. Bowen is well pleased with its location and 
appearance. 

The sales in our Mission last year have been up to 
the average of recent years, and in some fields have 
advanced a little. Financial stringency, increased by 
the general drouth last summer, has told upon all 
branches of such work. 

We rejoice that the pocket edition of the Bulgarian 
Bible, which your Society is preparing, is so nearly 
ready for circulation. Many are waiting impatiently 
for it. It will advance in a marked degree the distri- 
bution in Bulgaria the coming year. 

In behalf of the Mission, yours very truly, 
GrorGE D. Mars. 


LETTER FROM: THE NORTH CHINA | 
MISSION. 


~ | PEKING, April 8, 1891. 
To the Secretaries of the American Bible Society : 

It is a pleasant duty laid upon me by the North China 
Mission of the American Board to express once more 
our appreciation of the work of your Society and 
gratitude for the favors shown us. Your grand Soci- 
ety has given us the weapons of our warfare. It has 
responded to all appeals for help. The results of the 
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Shanghai Conference have long been before you, and 
ere this you know of the designed Union Version, 
the production of which, we trust, will relieve you of 
much miscellaneous printing, and of books for which 
there is little or no demand. The unfortunate feature 
of the project is that it fails to secure the services 
and co-operation of Dr. Griffith John, a trained trans- 
lator, preacher, and sinologue. Such an enterprise 
should enlist all there 1s of talent and experience in 
the missionary body. 

As your Society has already its recognized Agents 
in this part of the empire, our Mission has employed 
few colporteurs during the past year. One would 
suppose that the constant working of this field would 
tend to diminish the demand for books, but the 
encouraging feature is that just in the places most 
cultivated the best sales are made. It is not uncom- 
mon to receive requests for books, the names being 
given, as you pass along the streets, and a regular, 
though small, sale is made to non-Christians at the 
depository. We think Dr. Wheeler has been wise in 
sending a foreign agent, Mr. T. Gatrell, to this part 
of the empire and locating his headquarters in 
Peking. Peking is a large city, thousands of whose 
inhabitants do not even know of the existence of the 
Bible or of Christianity. The self-sufficiency of the 
rich Manchus, and the vicious ways of the poorer 
“classes, indispose them for listening to the truth. Our 
chapels have nearly as many hearers from non- 
residents as from the citizens themselves. 

We regret that we have so few instances to record 
of men moved to a new life by the reading of the 
Bible alone. But this, to our mind, signifies very 
little as to the real work that is going on around us 
and forging ahead at arapid pace. It is safe to say 
that the Bible is more carefully studied by the native 
church than ever before. The missionaries in Shan- 
tung, following the lead of the well-known Dr. Nevius, 
confine themselves for a time, in their preaching or 
teaching, to a single gospel or epistle, and work at 
that till it is, comparatively speaking, comprehended 
by all. This plan has many things in its favor. If car- 
ried out persistently, it might do much to answer the 
criticism that the Bible is uninteresting to the Chinese. 

As well-informed native Christians are developed, 
(a matter largely of time), we expect increased influ- 


ence and power to flow from Bible study and distri-_ 


bution. Every year brings us nearer to this consum- 
mation. We begin to realize that it is one thing to 
instruct our converts in Bible terminology so that 
they are fluent in the use of sacred words, and quite 
another thing for them to grow into a comprehension 
of the full import of those words. 

Any special statistics of work in this region will 
come to you through the regular channels of your 
Agency in North China. 

Praying for the greatest prosperity to attend the 
work of your noble Society, I remain faithfully 
yours, WILLIAM S. AMENT, 


A. BIBLE BUT..NO PICTURES. 

At Haboosi, a village on the Harpoot plain, in 
Eastern Turkey, I went by invitation of some influ- 
ential men into the Old Armenian Church, which had 
been recently erected. I remarked upon the absence 
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of pictures. They told me that when they were 
about to enter their new building they collected the 
pictures they had formerly used, and cremated them 
in front of the new edifice as a sacrifice to the truth. 
Upon this church altar, in connection with the various 
ritualistic books of the church, all of them in the 
ancient language which the people do not under- 
stand, I found a well-used pulpit edition of the 
Modern Armenian Bible, which is published by the 
American Bible Society. I was astonished at this, 
for the Bible in the language of the people has from 
the first been called a Protestant book, and over this 
much of the heat of contest has been waged. I was 
informed that every Sunday noon this Bible is read to 
a large audience in the church, and explained as well 
as the reader knows how. A man who would call the 
Modern Bible a Protestant book, would be a curiosity 
now.—fev. /. L. Barton, in the Missionary Herald. 


Rev. W. G. LaweEs,-at the late anniversary of the 
British,and Foreign Bible Society, said that at a mis- 
sionary meeting in New Guinea, held a few months 
ago, one of the speakers picked up a spear, and said: 
“This used to be our constant companion; we 
dared not go to our gardens without it; we took it 
in our canoes; we carried it in our journeys; we 
slept with it by our side, and took our meals with it 
close at hand ; but,” said he, holding up a copy of the 
gospel, “we can now sleep safely because of this; this 
book has brought us peace and protection, and we no 
longer require the spear.”— The Missionary Herald. 


—_—- + 


PERVASIVE POWER OF THE TRUTH. 


Incidents are continually coming to light showing 
that the gospel is reaching and saving some who are 
not known to missionaries. Two items of this kind 
have recently fallen under our notice. One is of a 
Burman, fifty-seven years of age, who suddenly 
appeared at the station. Though wholly unknown to 
any one connected with the Mission, he announced 
that he believed the Christian religion and worshipped 
and prayed to God. When asked to kneel down and 
pray he complied, praying so reverently and fervently 
that the missionary, much amazed, asked him who had 
taught him to pray. The man answered that he had 
one heard a street preacher, and received from him a 
tract, and that ever since then, though entirely alone, 
he had been living a life of prayer and faith in Christ. 

A missionary of the London Society reports that, 
being detained by rain while on a tour, two of the 
preachers went, accidentally, as we are wont to say, 
to avillage two or three miles from the camp, and 
found several people, wholly unknown to any of the 
Mission, who had in some way learned of Christ, and 
were maintaining a Christian profession. The head 
man of the village begged the missionary to receive 
the whole of their people as adherents, and to send 
for a teacher. Such is the leavening power of the 
gospel— The Missionary Herald. 


THE BIBLE A CHURCH BOOK IN JAPAN. 
Bishop Hare, of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 

now on an Official visit to Japan, sends to the Sprit. 

of Missions notes of what he is observing there. On 


I20 


the 22d of April last he had an appointment at Waka- 
yama, a town of 54,000 inhabitants. He says: 

The little church at Wakayama stands on an his- 
toric site. It occupies a part of the ground of a Bud- 
dhist temple, and the place where formerly stood a 
prison for the safe-keeping of native Christians brought 
to this town from another part of Japan in the days of 
persecution twenty years ago. One of the native 
officers of the church, with whom I conferred after 
service, had been one of the heathen guards of these 
Christian sufferers. 

The services were especially hearty and inspiring, 
the responses arising as from a well-drilled host. 
Fourteen adults were confirmed, and about thirty 
drew near to receive the holy communion. An ex- 
cellent native Bible woman is at work here, and her 
labors, supplementing those of the catechist, have 
given people generally a readiness in using the Bible 
which I never saw excelled. I no sooner made a 
reference to a text of Scripture than at least half the 
congregation turned over the pages of their, Bibles 
and found it. I noticed this admirable habit in most 
of the congregations. Can you imagine a sight more 
pathetic or more hopeful than a little group of native 
Christians, gathered in a little chapel, Bible in hand, 
in the midst of more than 50,000 heathens? 


BIBLE TRANSLATION IN THE SANTALI 
DIABECT SIN SINDIA® 


Santali possesses no literature, and therefore can 
appeal to no standard except that which can be 
caught by listening to the way in which the majority 
of the Santals express themselves. Hence there is 
much room for difference of opinion, and this renders 
it almost impossible to say that such and such an 
idiom is grammatically right or wrong. 

Sometimes, too, the very language of a people is 
so poor that it cannot express the higher truths of 
Christianity. At other times words which have con- 

fined meanings have to be used, and Christian ideas 
have to be added to them. When we sought to find 
a word for “peace” we sought in vain. We could 
find a word meaning ‘‘still,” z. e., not in motion, and 
we had a word meaning “‘ease,’’? but we felt that 
neither of these would do to express the ‘peace of 
God which passeth all understanding.” So we had 
to form a compound word, suduk-nirai, “suluk,” peace 
in the-sense of there being no quarreling, and “ nirai,” 
meaning satisfaction, ease; thus we speak of peace 
as meaning the satisfaction arising out of being made 
at-one-with-God. 

Again, some of the very simplest things in English 
occasioned us the greatest difficulty in Santali. Such 
words .as “we,” ‘“‘us,” “they,” seem so simple, but 
Santali has two or more terms to express these 
words. In other words, Santali is a far richer lan- 
guage in this respect than the English, in that the 
Santals always defi e more clearly what they mean, 
whereas the Englis. is often obscure. “They feared 
as they entered into the cloud,’’ may mean, ‘‘ The 
apostles feared. as they themselves entered into the 
cloud;” or it may mean, “The apostles feared as 
they, the others, Jesus, Moses, and Elias, entered 
into the cloud.” In Santali we cannot be indefinite, 
we must put one or the other. ‘They themselves” 
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would be “ako,” ‘they the others” would be 
“ onko.,’’ 

I remember that we had a very long discussion 
during one of our translation meetings as to how to 
translate “Lord, it is good for us to be here.” In 
Santali there are two words for ‘“‘us,” “abo,” which 
includes the person spoken to, and ‘“‘ale,” which 
excludes the person addressed. Supposing I were 
addressing a congregation of Christian Santals I 
could say, “My brethren, we are sons of God,” I 
should then use the word “abo;’’ but on the other 
hand were I to say, “ My brethren, we are English- 
men,” I should use “ale,” because the people 
addressed would thereby understand that the word 
“we” in that case did not include them. The ques- 
tion arose as to which word should be used in trans- 
lating, ‘‘It is good for ws to be here.” Did the dis- 
ciples mean that not only for themselves it was good 
to be there but that also it was good for Jesus to be 
there? Wecannot make it indefinite in Santali; we 
must use one or the other. In the first translation 
three were in favor of ‘‘abo,’’ and two thought that 
‘ale’ should be used. In the next revised edition 
“ale”? was considered the proper term by the majority, 
and as such was adopted. It would be a most inter- 
esting study to take an epistle, and mark all the 
instances of “we” and “us” as either “abo” or 
ale,’’ 
agree in all cases.—/. 7. Cole, in the Bible Society 
Reporter. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT, 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 

GerorGIA.—The anniversary of the Wilkes County 

Bible Society was held Sunday night, June 6th, in 
the Presbyerian Church, Washington. There were 
addresses by Rev.J. D. A. Brown of the Presbyterian 
Church, Rev. H. S. Bradley of the Methodist Church, 
and the District Superintendent. 
_ On the second Sunday I preached in the morning 
at Tennille, where I assisted the people of that com- 
munity in organizing a branch of the Washington 
County Bible Society. At night I delivered an address 
at Bartow, and organized a branch of the Jefferson 
County Bible Society, and raised some money to 
establish a depository. This society has been quite 
active of late, in less than two months having raised 
$150 and organized two branches. 

The fourth Sunday, in the morning, I preached at 
Cartersville. At night I attended the anniversary of 
the Bartow County Bible Society. Notwithstand- 
ing the heat of the weather there was a good con- 
gregation in attendance, and considerable interest 
manifested, 


ILLinoIs.—The auxiliaries reporting for June are 
four, to wit: Kendall, Madison, South De Kalb, and 
Washington Counties. : 

Kendall County pursues the even tenor of its way, 
keeping the field well worked up and supplied, and 


makes a donation of fifty dollars to the Parent Soci- 
ety this year. % 


South De Kalb County Auxiliary is very active and 
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My impression is that not two persons would * 
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efficient. Thanks to its wide-awake officers and 
agents, it makes its usual good record this year, 
and donates $150 to the American Bible Society. In 
addition to this, it is proposed to make a jubilee 
donation of $100 to the Parent Society, as a special 
memorial offering. 


Iowa.—During the month I attended three eccle- 
siastical gatherings, besides the State Sunday School 
Convention and two county Sunday school con- 
ventions. At each of these gatherings, I was granted 
an opportunity to present the Bible cause, which, it 
seemed, was well received by all. 

The children are very much interested in their 
“Bible Day,” wherever it is held; and, considering 
their means, they contribute well. 


LOUISIANA AND Mississippi.—During the month I 
visited and presented the Bible cause at the follow- 
ing places, to wit: Daleville, Lockhart, Lexington, 
Barton, and Hickory. In addition to this I addressed 
several Sunday schools, visited the officers of three 
auxiliary Bible societies for the purpose of trying to 
get them to take hold of the Sunday school feature 
of the Bible work, and attended two ecclesiastical 
meetings. I was received very cordially by these 
two bodies, and they expressed very high apprecia- 
tion of the American Bible Society and its work. 


MINNESOTA AND NORTH AND SOUTH DAKOTA.— 
The first Sunday ot June I was at Alexandria. In 
the morning I spoke in the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church, and in the evening the annual meeting of 
the Douglas County Bible Society was held in the 
Swedish Baptist Church. The Methodist Episcopal 
and Congregational Churches gave up their services to 
attend. The pastors and your District Superintendent 
took part in the meeting, which was well attended. 
Two other societies were visited the same week. 


New JERSEY AND DELAWARE.—-The month of June 
has been filled with work. I have been absent from 
home 22 days, travelled on official duties 1,608 miles, 
delivered 20 sermons and addresses, and attended 
the annual meetings of seven county Bible societies. 

The Monmouth County auxiliary, besides attending 
to usual demands, has granted about-200 Bibles to 
the sufferers by the great fire at Seabright, N. J. 

The Atlantic County Bible Society held its annual 
meeting at Pleasantville, N. J., June 2d, and it was 
said to have been the best for many years, 

On June 3d I addressed the Princeton auxiliary at 
its anniversary, and found the society there in charge 
of intelligent and efficient officers, and good work 
being accomplished. 

On June 4th the annual meeting of the Mercer 
County Bible Society was held in Trenton. A sermon 
of unusual power was delivered by the Rev. J. E. 
Smith, D.D., pastor of the State Street Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Trenton. Your Superintendent 
and others delivered addresses, and the meeting was 
full of interest. 

Morris County Bible Society held its seventy-fourth 
anniversary at Millington, N. J., June 9th. It was an 
occasion of great interest. Plans were made to cele- 
- brate its seventy-fifth anniversary next. year, and a 
committee appointed to arrange for meetings in every 
township, preparatory to that occasion. 
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The annual meeting for Burlington County was 
held at Pemberton, June roth, and a good interest 
was manifested, and plans made for a resupply of the 
county by voluntary effort. 

Sussex County anniversary was held at Lafayette, 
N.J., June 17th. The attendance was large, and the 
entire occasion sustained the reputation of Sussex 
County for first-class Bible meetings. The seventy- 
fifth anniversary will be held next year at Newton, 
and all indications point to a memorable meeting. 

Sabbath, June 21st, was spent at Salem, N. J., at 
the Presbyterian and Broadway Methodist Episcopal 
Churches. The congregations were not large on 
account of the storm, but we had interesting services. 

The seventy-sixth annual meeting of the Cumber- 
land County Bible Society was held at Shiloh, N. J., 
June 24th. The church was thronged with the lovers 
of God’s word, and all the exercises were interesting. 
We have no better officers or loyal workers in any 
part of my field than in this time-honored society. 


New Yorxk.—Much of the month has been given to 
the visitation of Bible committees and individuals in 
various parts of the State, with a view to increase 
their interest in Bible work. These visitations will, 
we think, be productive of good. Among the local 
societies visited were several of the Welsh auxiliaries, 
which, in the main, are well officered and doing good 
work. 

One society, composed of two feeble churches, has 
contributed about $5,000 to the Bible cause during 
the last thirty-five years, this being an average of 
$140 each year from these two little churches. 

The last report from Jefferson County shows that the 
agent, Rev. E. A. Minch, has completed the canvass 
of that county, which he commenced in July last. A 
summary of that canvass is as follows: Calls made, 
10,855; population visited, 43,420; families found 
destitute, 883 (one family in twelve); supplied, 704; 
by sale, 63; by gift, 641; individuals (not children) 
found destitute, 251; supplied by gift or sale, 211. 
Miles travelled in the service of the society, 3.375; 
sermons and addresses, 107; Scriptures sold, 1,623 ; 
given, 1,262. Total, 2,885. (Four sales to three gitts, 
to destitute or otherwise. One book parted with at 
every fourth call.) 


Outo.—The Franklin Female Bible Society sends 


“in its report, and manifests interest in the children’s 


supply, upon which it has entered. 

Perrysburgh Bible Society’s report shows a fair 
interest. Since its report was made it has had its 
field well canvassed. The work of children’s supply 
was looked after in this canvass. 

I attended the anniversary of the Geauga County 
auxiliary, which was held in Burton, Sabbath even- 
ing, June 7th. The meeting was well attended and 
interesting. 


OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, MONTANA, AND 
Uran.—tThe first ten days of the month were devoted 
to finishing up the work in Utah. I spent several 
days at the Utah Mission Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, which convened at Ogden on the 
3d. By invitation of Bishop Andrews I addressed the 
conference on the Bible cause. Favorable resolu- 
tions on the Bible cause were adopted by the 
conference, | 


122 BisLE SociETY RECORD. Volume 36. 


On Tuesday evening, the oth, the annual meeting 
of the Salt Lake Bible Society was held at the rooms 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association, in Salt 
Lake City. This society has made quite an advance 
both in sales and collections during the year. The 
Bible work in Utah moves slowly, but the outlook 
for the future is very hopeful. 

The annual meeting of the Idaho Bible Society was 
held on the evening of June 2tst, at the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Boise City, all the Protestant 
Churches in the city joining in the service. Ihe 
annual address was delivered by your District Super- 
intendent. The attendance was large and the interest 
good. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


IN DEBT TO THE BIBLE SOCIETY. 


At a recent anniversary meeting in Great Britain 
one of the speakers told the audience that every 
subscriber of £10 to any missionary society became 
thereby a debtor of at least £1 to the Bible society, 
which provides the Scriptures for the missionaries. 
Were this debt recognized, and if every debtor gave 
a tithe of his contributions for missionary work to 
the society which provides the ammunition needed 
by the advancing host of the Lord’s army, the work 
of the society might be greatly extended, and there 
would be fo lack of funds to meet all emergencies. 


FRANK, HARRY, TOM, AND NED. 


‘‘Mamma, I get puzzled over the Bible as often as 
Istudy. The deeper I go the worse it gets—I mean, 
the more puzzled I get.” 

The speaker was Harry Marston, a bright youth of 
fourteen, who never passed over anything without 

. understanding it. Mamma paused from her sewing 
as Harry went on with characteristic dash : 

“Matthew and Mark do seem to contradict each 
other, and | am not quite certain that Luke and John 
are in perfect accord. Set things in order for me, will 
you not, mother dearest?” And Harry’s flushed but 
earnest face gazed eagerly into Mrs. Marston’s. 

“Certainly, my son, to the best of my ability—at 
another time. Your mind is tired from over-work. 
Ned is calling to you now, and I saw Frank and Tom 
Rosser entering the gate a moment ago.” 

Harry was off like a flash of lightning. In a few 
moments he returned with Ned and the visitors at his 
heels. 

“Mamma, please may we go to Folly Dam Bridge, 
and fish all the morning? We——”’ 

“Please!” ‘‘Please!’”’ “Please!’’ broke in three 
voices. 

“On one condition only,” answered Mrs. Marston, 
“and this condition has four strings to it. Four boys 
must be at home to a three-o’clock dinner, after which 
each one must write me a description of the morn- 
ing’s frolic from the time of setting out until the 
return.” 

The boys’ faces clouded a little, as though they did 
not enjoy the conditions, until Mrs. Marston added: 

“T do not want a dull ‘composition,’ but a natural, 


happy recital of what I hope will be a very happy 
time.”’ 

Off they went, joyous because innocent, glad be- 
cause free. Three o’clock found the quartette at 
home, and a little later they were doing justice to the 
finny demonstration that the morning’s work had not 
been in vain. After dinner Mrs. Marston brought out 
four pencil tablets, and after enjoining perfect silence 
the work began. In due time the four youthful scribes 
made creditable returns. Frank Rosser was a born 
painter, so naturally he drew a vivid picture of scenic 
surroundings. Harry dashed along, describing accu- 
rately, but in rapid succession, the morning’s doings. 
Tom was careful and precise, telling many little things 
omitted by the others. Ned was meditative, and 
while he related facts he drew moral lessons as he 
passed along. 

“ All together,” said Mrs. Marston, approvingly, 
“they make a charming, and I doubt not perfect, nar- 
ration. The facts are the same, but how different is 
each sketch! You, Harry, say that as you were cross- 
ing the bridge Tom fell down, while Tom avers that 
he and Ned fell across the bridge. Which is correct? 
One must be wrong.” 

“Oh, no, mamma! Both are right. We were 
crossing and the boys fell on the last plank. I didn’t 
see Ned fall.” 

“ And,” pursued Mrs. Marston, “Frank says you 
were all standing at Farmer Gray’s gate, while Ned 
distinctly affirms that you were sitting under a tree in 
his yard. How about this grave error? One must be 
entirely wrong.” 

“Not a bit of it, mother mine!” replied Harry, 
‘Both are facts. The tree is exactly at the gate.” 

“That being so,’’ continued Mrs. Marston, “then I 
will draw a helpful lesson for you from to-day’s pleas- 
ure, I think the supposed discrepancies in the gospel 
narratives may be disposed of in much the same way 
to oft-time weary puzzlers.” 

The appearance of Bridget called Mrs. Marston’s 
attention to domestic matters, and the boys went to 
batting balls. That night, as the brothers clung to 
mamma for the good-night kisses, Harry asked: 

“Little mother, didn’t you make us write those 
pen-sketches in order to illustrate the real harmony 
of the Gospels?” x 

“Yes,myson. Don’t you think it was a good way?” 

“ A very good way; and I know I shall never for- 
get it.” 

“Nor I,’ put in Ned. “Tom and Frank said it 
made things seem new to them, and they are going to 
tell it at home to-night.” 

“T hope they will,” said Harry ; “for old Mr. Ros- 
ser is always harping on the contradictions of the 
Bible.’— Sunday School Times. ~ 


SOMETHING FOR ALL. | 


The Bible is a book for the race. It is a book for 
all times, for all nations, and for all classes. It is 
alike for Jews and Gentiles, for the rich and the poor, 
for the learned and the unlearned. Whoever may 
read it with a teachable disposition, will read it with _ 
the conviction that its Author is, by means of it, j 


speaking to himself, 
And the Bible is not only a book for all, but for 
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all in all circumstances. Our circumstances change. 
They are no two days precisely the same.. In the 
course of a year they may widely differ. The provi- 
dences of God bring to pass great changes regarding 
us, prosperous or adverse. But whatever these 
changes may be, there is something in the Bible that 
is suited to our condition. We there read of those 
who have been in like circumstances, and of their 
experiences in them; or, we meet with promises 
adapted to ourcase. They are as well suited to our 
condition as though their Author had foreseen it, and 
had caused them to be written for our special benefit. 
And who can say that it was not indeed so? 

There is another interesting fact in regard to the 
Scriptures, and that is, that it isa common experience 
with those that are accustomed to read them, that 
oftentimes when they have been in special need 
some special portion of the word of God just suited 
to their condition has been brought to their notice. 
Sometimes it has come in their way in their regular 
course of reading. The Scripture for the day has 
proved just the Scripture that they most needed. 
" Or, it has come to pass in a seemingly casual manner. 
They have opened the Bible with no definite passage 
in view, but the chapter that they were led to read 
proved to them a word in season—the very word 
most suited to their condition. The writer well 
remembers such instances in his own experience, 
and doubtless also does the reader. 

Now, in view of these two facts, viz.: that the Bible 
is suited to the condition of all in all their needs, 
and that in times of need special portions of it are 
so often brought to their notice—we infer two things: 
First, that a Being who is acquainted with all our 
needs must have been the author of this book, and, 
second, that the Holy Spirit often brings special 
portions of it to our attention. Unbelievers may 
doubt and cavil, but it is not in their power to shake 
the faith of the humble child of God in the inspira- 
tion of his word.—Clericus,” in the New York 
Observer. 


THE BIBLE FROM A POET’S STANDPOINT. 

Joaquin Miller is more of a poet than a philosopher 
or theologian, and his opinion of the Bible from the 
poetic standpoint will carry more weight than if he 
looked at it from the usual view-point. Here is what 
- he says in a recent magazine: 

“© And the earth was without form, and void; and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God moved upon the face’ of the waters. 
And God said, Let there be light; and there was 
light.’ How many paragraphs, pages, books, would 
a modern author devote to telling this? Mark you, I 
am looking at this in quite a worldly way. It is the 
boast of too many of us that these words are, to our 
thinking, entirely the work of aman. As for myself, 
I can only say, ‘If so, O for another such man!’ The 
present writer was required to address the Jews in 
their synagogue here recently on the subject of 
poetry. He searched for poetry in many pages, waded 
through modern books, and kept going back, back, 
back, till the very fountain head was reached, And 
here, and here only, in his humble opinion, did he 
find poetry in all its largeness and splendor of 
thought and utterance. 
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“Were I to undertake to write down the alphabet 
—the very first lesson in the appreciation—of poetry, 
[ should begin with the first lesson given to man at 
his birth, I should begin with the first lesson of God, 
the very first: ‘And God said, Let there be light: 


and there was light.’’’—Northwestern Christian 
Advocate. 


BREAD UPON THE WATERS. 


The following translation of a letter, recently re- 
ceived in Chicago from a German, explains itself: 


GRAFTON, Ozaukee Oo., Wis. 
DEAR Sir:—I feel my end near. Herewith one 
hundred dollars in payment for a Testament received 
by me during the late war, while in the picket line. 
Joun HACHMANN, 


> 


Loss, GAin,—When the Emperor Valens sent cour- 
tiers to Eusebius to draw him over by fair words and 
huge promises, “ Ah, sirs,’’ said he to the messengers, 
“these speeches are fit to catch children, but we who 
are taught by Holy Scripture are ready to suffer a 
thousand deaths rather than suffer one tittle of the 
Bible to be altered.” When after this the emperor 
threatened to confiscate his property, banish, and 
even kill him, Eusebius: replied: ‘‘ He needs not fear 
confiscation who has nothing to lose; nor banishment 
to whom heaven only is his country; nor torments 
when his body will be dashed with one blow; nor 
death, which is the only way to set him at liberty 
from sin and sorrow.”’ 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, August 6th, 1891, 
Theophilus A. Brouwer, Esq., Vice-President, in the 
chair. 

The devotional services were conducted by the 
Rev. Frank Russell, D. D. 

Announcement was made of the decease of the 
Hon. Paul Dillingham, of Vermont, one of the Vice- 
Presidents of the Society, and a memorial minute 
was adopted by the Board. 

The committee appointed to prepare a minute 
concerning Robert Lewis, Esq., one of the Managers, 
whose death was announced at the meeting in July, 
presented their report, which was adopted. 

The Rev. Frank Russell, D.D., who represented this 
Society at the recent anniversary of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, in London, reported that he 
had received the most cordial welcome; and he also 
gave an interesting account of the action of the 
recent meeting of the Evangelical Alliance held in 
Florence, concerning the imprisonment of the Rev. 
Francis Penzotti, the Society’s Agent in Peru. 
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Upon recommendation of the Committee on Dis- 
tribution, grants of Bibles, Testaments, and Portions, 
to the value of about $1,555, were made for distribu- 
tion and sale in the United States, in South America, 
and in Africa. 

The issues from the Bible House in the month 
of July were 78,372 copies ; issues since April ist, 
320,116 copies. 


pes 


HON. PAUL DILLINGHAM. 


The Hon. Paul Dillingham, ex-governor of the State 
of Vermont, died on July 26th, 1891, in the ninety- 
second year of his age, at Waterbury, where he had 
resided since his early boyhood. 

He was chosen a Vice-President of the American 
Bible Society in June, 1871. Long before his connec- 
tion with this Society his reverent love for the Holy 
Scriptures and his deep interest in their circulation 
had been manifested in many ways, especially by sev- 
eral years of honorable and efficient service as presi- 
dent of the Vermont Bible Society. 

As a member of the bar he was distinguished for 
wisdom in counsel, persuasiveness in address, and 
the most sterling integrity. He was for two terms a 
member of the National House of Representatives. 
In 1865 he was elected governor of Vermont, having 
previously served as lieutenant-governor and as a 
member of both houses of its legislature. 

In early life he gave his heart to Christ, and never 
wavered in his devotion to his cause. The marked 
simplicity of his Christian trust gave a great charm to 
his character, and essentially augmented his influence 
in positions of public duty, in all departments of 
church work, and in the domestic circle. In the 
words of another, “ His was a beautiful old age, and 
he passed away blessed of all who knew him.” 

It is directed that this minute be placed upon the 
records of the Board and published in the #zdle 
Society Record, and that a copy thereof be forwarded 
to the family of the deceased. 


MR. ROBERT LEWIS. 


The Board of Managers are called upon to record 
the departure from this life, on the 15th day of June 
last, of their esteemed friend and associate, Mr. 
Robert Lewis. 

Mr. Lewis, who was a member of the Welsh Calvin- 
istic Methodist Church, was elected a Manager of the 
Society in 1888, and was at once placed upon the 
Auditing Committee. In 1890 he was also chosen 
a member of the Committee on Publication. He 
brought to these duties a clear conviction of their im- 
portance, and a deep impression that to be thus iden- 
tified with the great work committed to this Society 
was a high privilege. While taking no active part in 
the discussions of the Board, he carefully and wisely 
weighed every question and rejoiced in every move- 
ment looking to the enlargement of the Society’s 
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work. The Managers place this minute on their rec- 
ords, with the direction that a copy thereof be sent to 
the family of Mr. Lewis and published in the £2d/e 
Society Record. 


Deceased Directors. 


Rey. J. McGoffin MacAuley, D.D., Newark, N.J. 
Rev. Goyn Talmage, D.D., Somerville, N. J. 
Rev. Moses L. Scudder, D.D., Washington, D. C. 
James W. Eaton, Albany, N. Y. 


Deceased Members. 


Hon. Paul Dillingham, Vice-President, Waterbury, Vt. 
Rey. Daniel P. Kidder, D.D., LL.D., Evanston, 111. 
Rev. E. D. Junkin, D.D., Houston, Texas. 

Rey. Robert Fox, Troy, N. Y. 

Rey. Garret L. Roof, D.D., Troy, N. Y. 

David P. Hooper, Sandusky, N. Y. 

Dea. G. L. Butler, Bradford, Vt. 

Mrs. Elbert Osborn, Ocean Grove, N. J. 

Rey. Elijah H. Gammon, Batavia, Ill. 

Rey. Joseph Eames, Blue Island, Ill. 

Rev. Edward L. Jones, Barneveld, Wis. 

Mrs. Nelson Bailey, San Mateo, Fla. 

Mrs. Peter Niver, Bethlehem, N. Y. 

Jeremiah De Graff, Amsterdam, N. Y. 

Gerritt H. Chaffee, Wethersfield, Ct. 

Henry Carhart, Guilderland, N. Y. 

Mrs. L. M. Stillman, Valley Falls, N. Y. 

Isaac D. Stelle, Stelton, N. J. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of June, 1891. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 21 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., Visited........cssecsseses 160 
JATITIVETRATIES GLUCOM GCG ovja.c tose siclcielvin avs ica stalinie’aideleiere 4 
New Societies and Committees formed............... 6 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 229 
iGEEOTS: SEI G ccm ch twa tiie x cisterna viele stew o soe esarare hassles 2,611 
Miles travelled on Official Quty..............eeeeeeeeee 27,367 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,816 13 


Summary of Bible Distribution in June, by 35 
Colporteurs and 23 County Agents reporting. 
Colporteurs. Co.Ag’ts, 


Days of Service....... Me ooct Aone esie sancan 618 596 
Miles travelled... Wein ciscm teas vieeemens ateauire 7,726 5,255 
Families visited by them...........cseeeceeee 1,673 18,357 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 1,703 1,552 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 1,087 971 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 482 496 
Number: of DOOks SOldse.n.5 heounuecesnasemy 3,839 2,115 
Value of books soldw. at cuca eee ees $1,278 80 $1,115 22 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 923 1,078 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $215 42 $227 40 
Contributions received........ Sidratate.s Ore earls . 107 61 =: 1,001 09 
Salary and expenses of........... Ce iycenieed 1,044 90 1,485 33 


Summary of 60 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, received in July, 1891. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months.............. ++ $3,866 94 
Receipts from collections and donations..... aa 1,571 50 
Paid American Bible Society on book account..... + 2,868 90 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 380 41 
Expended on their own fields....... wie We lbse's awl siatetenieela 962 15 
Value of books donated...........ceseseeees seme 823 27 
Value of stock on hand/at Gate... 0. dees sencsccx aes 4,639 96 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 1 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 11 
Families visited by them............. wictdhnrs jen itareh waters T3877 
Families found destitute............0.ss00008 sais "865 
Destitute families supplied......... eee ee 785 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition........... 569 


Sabbath and other schools supplied. ......sseeeseeeues 


~ 
“ 


: 


{ 
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RECEIPTS IN JULY, 1891. 


LEGACIES. 

Butler, Benjamin F., late of New 

DRUM CO Metals casicasaaantaeescccees's's $12 49 
Harvey, Mary, late of Dunlap, Il1..... 260 00 
Henry, Samuel, late of Medina Co., 

ODIO eich sect e ees salsa barnes cates 200 00 
Look, Roselia S., late of Chautauqua 

EME a tivisis sia/sia CER SRS CSE Kase 1,700 00 
Plumer, Francis, late of Rochester, 

ENG EE ate osekeck pines MEbosscuccehcs 1,000 00 


Voorhis, Ann, late of New York..... 
Wood, Phebe A., late of Dover, 


12,289 66 


DP Nab ween un anaes tes aaenncecnnmaceneak 1,000 00 
$16,352 15 
CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 
ARKANSAS. 
Fayetteville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..... $18 30 
Marianna, Meth. Ep. Ch. South ..... 6 45 
= PROG GHG css casareondsah, 18 5 
Newport, Meth. Ep. Ch. South........ 1 00 
Tuckerman, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.... 6 05 
CALIFORNIA. 

East Los Angeles, Meth. Ep. Ch....... 10 00 

Oaklartd, First Meth. Ep. Ch.......... ao 
Petaluma, First Pres. Ch.8.8... .... 2 0 

COLORADO. 


Colorado Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 76 00 


Denver, Morrison Memorial Meth. 

Ep. Ch. South and S. S...........0... 20 00 
Puedio, Meth. Hip. OR... sesscessees 6 00 
CONNECTICUT. 

Cheshire, Cong. CR........ccesccsccesee 17 00 
Newtown, Meth. Ep. Ch.... .......... 2 50 
North Wilton, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 5 00 
New London, First Cong. Ch 6 8&8 
Preston City, Cong. Ch. and Society.. 8 00 
DELAWARE. 
Delaware Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch. 39 00 
GEORGIA. 
South Cuthbert, Meth. Ep. Ch. South. 6 15 
ILLINOIS. ; 
Evanston, First Pres. Ch............+- 30 95 
IOWA. 
Bedford, Pres. Ch......5. ssscssscssces 10 00 
KENTUCKY. 
Sunday School Collections............ 9 98 
MINNESOTA. 
Alexandria, Norwegian Luth. Ch.... 2 80 
vid Swedish Se Riess 2 55 
earn acti Danish bd Sore 1 85 
s¢ Meth. Ep. Ch.... 2 08 
he Evang. Association..... 1 90 
ni Salem Evang. Assoc’n... 214 
oh Meth. Ep. Ch..... CeO 8 92 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Byram, Meth. Ep. Ch...........0+ss0- 310 
Gallman, Meth. Ep. Ch.. as 3 90 
Greenville, Churches......-.+.+.++0005 66 75 
Hazlehurst, Pres. & Meth. Churches.. 45 25 
Minter City, Meth. Ep. Ch....... eee 20 05 
Terry, Meth. Ep. Ch.........6.5 demacee 8% 
MISSOURI. 
Avenue City, German 8.5..... ice Seis! 8 30 
Big Creek, Pres. Ch........+-- ae 1 8 
Dudeville, Sunday School.... are 1 30 
Jefferson City, Churches... < 21 21 
Kennet, Churches..........ss2-eeeeeeee 5 75 
Bes Meth. ee Ch. South & 's. Ss. 10 50 
BODE TES 5 ORs iagscor aon 2 30 
80 00 
6 55 
24 02 
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NEBRASKA. 
Albion, Meth. Ep. 8.8... .cccceccesccers 
= CONE. Sicieswassneaurensescnees 
Ashland, Church of the Disciples.... 
Brownville, Meth, Ep. Ch.............. 
Novo; CONE. CHRGNis coccut ease sels 
ce Cong. § 


— MCU IDE itcnacde ss sleeves 
Norfolk Junction, Mission §.8........ 


WUROS, GONE Si Siimeresetiese shes 


NEW JERSEY. 
Glassboro, Meth. Ep. Ch.............6. 


NEW YORK. 
Brookiyn, North Fifth St. M. E. Ch.. 
Port Chester, Meth. Ep. Ch............ 
Pheips, PITSt Press Chicane vertcs cous 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Collection, Meth. Ep. Church South, 
through V.N. SRarpe..cccececessess 


OHIO. 

Bloomingburg, Pres. Ch..........ee eee 
Dalion, Meth. Ep, Ch-i.....s0eeceseees 
Hubbard, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 
Richmond, Meth. Ep. Ch 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Burgettstown, Pres. Ch.........0.00065 
Custer City, Meth. Ep. Ch. 
Mansfield, Meth. Ep. Ch............... 
Salona & Lamar, Meth. Ep. Cheie28. 


TENNESSEE. 
South Bristol, Mary St. Meth. Ep. Ch. 


TEXAS. 
Calvert, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 
Murshail, Meth. Ep. Ch. South & 
Waelder, Meth. Ep. Ch. South 


ee 
wv 


VIRGINIA, 
Lee Mont, Meth. Ep. Cb..........e000- 


WEST VIRGINIA. 
Hin Grove, Pres. Ch. 5..5ce0csveveewvsss 


__WISCONSIN. 
Sparia; Met hop. CRs cic seci cece sewives 


WYOMING. 
Wyoming Mission Conference........ 


FOREIGN LANDS. 
Germany—Mission Meth. Ep. Church. 


$4 00 


87 
00 


Be 
mH co ww CD 
2 
a 


5 
3 00 
1 05 


co 
we 
oe 


99 20 


$911 90 


GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. 


Anderson, T. D., Baltimore, Md...... 
Atwater, Mrs. L. B., Windham, N. Y. 
A Friend, Princeton, Dl... ..... 60s 
Cone, Mrs. Catharine, Boston, Mass.. 
Collection by Children, Grundy Cen- 
OTE, BOWE aco tameee ee ncneect ea 
one by Children, Sac City, lows 
ce Dunlap, “ 
“s * Colporteurs......ssc0e 
“C. 8. G.,” First Pres. Ch., Trenton, 
Coleman, John, Grass Valley, Cal.. 
Daviess, Mrs. Annie T., Harrodsburg, 
Ky 
Fearing, Mrs. Maria, South Wey- 
mouth, Mass.. 
Hubburt. Mrs. H. Jo spring Bay, Tll.. 
Harris, Young L. G., Athens, Ga.. 
Murch, E, M., Marine Mills, Minn... er 
Phelps, E. P., Monmouth, Il.... 
Park, Mrs. Lucy, Elkader, Lowa...... 
Reid, Frank C., Council Grove, Ks... 
Sayre, Brooks, Summit, N.J........-- 
Wheeler, Arthur D., Chicago, Ill..... 
Walker, Robert, Clinton, Ill.........- 
Young People’s Society of Christian 
Endeavor, Greenwood, Mo........++ 


Bese on 


ee eeee 


$200 00 
2 00 
5 00 
80 00 


2 65 
8 09 
2 50 
107 61 


530 00 
10 00 
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AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account. 
Auburn Bible Com., Ala.... $3 05 
Alameda & Contra Costa, 

OBL waive vip atas ewer seierenne tan $15 00 
VABTEG TUS) Gal s/c viniviserteassens cixtealete 21 10 
Altern COs Tn jscscchenecte res 68 79 
Allamakee Co.,, Ia. 18 77 12 50 
Atchison Co., Ks 6 48 
AS BION, Michie stcaceenenetects 4 84 
Atlantic Co. N. J..cseccses 20 00 
Abbeville Co. es Ninety: 

fix: Branch), 800C. sw..case 15 00 
Abbeville Co., S. br Geanneieten’ 50 00 
Alderson & North Alderson, 

Niefor ME crrserideb ae dpgarancas 8 25 12 59 
Ashland: Cov, Wikicsc ccs es 59 69 
Beebe and Vicinity, Ark.... 9 70 
Benton Co, AIK. assscacds eve 82 63 
Burke O05, Gadenccs oss enw er 28 82 
BYOOKS COs, Gainctuce cosrclesss 479 
BATNOB VILE, Ga visiccincsisiecstne 8 86 
Bartow Co., Ga...........005 25 00 85 89 
Boone’ COs, Trac ances esas 4 23 
Bayi Ory MCU Ne sisieeintaie sins stare 100 00 
Becker'Co., Minnieaccsctcs 29 22 
Boone Co., Neb... Beste 5 00 20 97 
BUniCor Ned ikieeu-scaversins 16 87 
Burlington Co., N.J........ 100 00 
Broome. Coy Ne. ves cinsensstac 38 3 
Berkeley Co., W. Va... 27 81 
BayiC ou Wisi. sens ene 15 3 
BrowniCos, WiBicccccsiecascst 41 38 
Central Ala Tadsmncseeesses 3 55 
Columbia, Ala....... Gig 50 
Cotton Plant, Ark. 6 67 
Central, Cal........ 14 45 
Californta....... 1,000 00 
Colfax Co., Til... 25 65 
Carroll Co., l.. 20 00 
Cass Co., Ill...... 15 15 
Carroll Co., Ia..... Bo 21 84 
Cheyenne Co., KS...... ..... 110 
Carlisle & Nicholas Co.,Ky. 147 67 
COOLS COG MO... aiiaistalele wr clersie ss 150 
Colfax: CONeD ines... cuasrsrs 20 00 
Cortland Co., N. Y.. 4 00 
Chenango Co., N. Y. 27 00 
Clinton Co., N. Y.. 24 04 
Craver Co. NiCr ieee essie 28 00 
Cincinnati Young 

OhlO sce siwecvasieiien eeniaele 83 79 
Clinton Co., Ohio... 40 CO 
Chester Co., 8. C.... me 82 19 50 00 
Charleston, 8. C........0.00s 200 00 
Clintonville Bible Commit- 

HOE; WIGS. 0s ts cninasemeos tee 21 90 
Deep River, Ct........... 2 24 
Dunlap and Vicinity, Ia..... 10 90 
Delaware Co, Ta...........65 40 00 
De Kalb Co. (“A Jubilee 

Donation” on the occasion 

ofits50th Anniversary), Il]. 100 00 
Douglas Co., Ks..... 11 00 
Doniphan Co., Ks... 25 00 
Dowagiac, Mich.... 62 89 
Douglas Co., Minn.. 56 87 
Douglas Co., Neb..... 25 00 
Dutchess Co.,N.Y..... aaa 5 63 
Delaware Co., N. Y....... «s 5 00 
Delphos and Vicinity, Ohio. 57 69 
Escambia Co., Ala 15 24 
EOIN MU meccieeiactepvenasiesenine 60 00 
Elkhart and Vicinity, Ind... 124 09 
HIGGCX, CO Ne N weclecte ccna se 81 00 
Ennis Bible Committee, Tex. 10 00 
HordiGog Liters ARINC 5 48 44 
Fulton Co., Bidicwceweters We 6 65 
Franklin Co., Mo.......... te 9 45 
Fairfield & Vicinity, Neb... 10 00 
Freedom Welsh, N. Y....... 237 
Greensboro, Ala..........-++ 15 00 
Greenville Union, Ala....... 16 20 
Gordon Co., Ga....... 5 2173 
Grundy Co., Il........ 5 16 00 
Grundy Co., Ia..... Feeeiameee 49 95 
Graves Co., Ky.............. 100 00 12 87 
Greene Co., MO.........--+++ 6% 
Gloucester Co., N.Jd....0000+ 20 33 
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as Denstinn, ace a Deen Pi eta as Donation. on Account. 
MAGRTIN The, O99 Csiviee Vid sce os $42 4 Lincoln Co., Neb..... PPS st $14 63 New Richmond Bible Com- 
Guilford Co.,N 109 41 Livingston Co., N. Y.. ‘ 879 Mittee, Wis. .... cet $11 25 
Guernsey Co., Ohto... 4048 Laurens Co.,S.C...... 60 00 Oxford, Al&.c.3.cdeetecseaeee 8 48 
Greene Co., Tenn..... $0 00 Loudon Co., Tenn... 2 00 Okolona, MiS6.......e.s+-+0s- $5 00 
Hartsell’s, Ala......... 1650 Morriliton, Ark...... $16 15 69 05 Qtoe. Co. NeDiies sc usescc cree 86 60 
Hannibal, Mo......... ae 28 68 Marietta, Ga...... 25 00 Otsezo Coy Na © esescatweeses o1 50 
Higginsville, Mo............. 41 27 McIntosh Co., Ga. 83 41 Oberlin & Vicinity, Ohio.... $13 94 15 45 
Holland Patent Welsh, N.Y. 2 41 McLean Co.,, Ill.... 50 00 OPETOR. 50.00. ews egeiuancer 30 76 
Hocking Co., Obio........... 22 95 Mason Co.,, Ill... nee 9 00 Obion Co. Penns. .cssees aes 25 00 
Highland Co., Ohio.... $22 86 65 61 Madison Co., Lll...........++5 80 89 Peoria Co., Ill.......+..+ oA 22 50 
Huron Co., Ohio....... 196 98 Meshawaka & Vicinity, Ind. 25 29 Putnam Co., Ind...........++ 46 50 
Humboldt Co., Tenn... 35 25 Morgan Co., Ind 55 07 Parsons Co., Ks..... ” ERS rs 6 00 
Hamblen Co., Tenn..... ne 10000 Mitchell Co., Ia........ 57 88 Paynesyille & Vicinity Bible 
Hardy ’'Co., W. Va{sex525... 10 00 9 84 Marmaton, Ks 12 44 Committee, Minn.......... 25 85 
Indiana Bible Association Massachusetts... 5,000 00 510 00 Pope Co., Minn............+6 1 8 
58 41 pp i Al fe 700 00 Piqua Female, Ohio........ 5 23 
115 00 Marquette Co., Mich.. §8 22 Perrysburgh, Ohio...... Bee 80 42 
12 50 Monroe Co., Miss.. 28 00 Portage Co., Ohio..........- 27 54 
Tredell Co., N.C........ 50 00 Marine, Minn........ 15 19 Pennsylvania .......ceecerees 2,000 00 
Jefferson Co., Ala.... 2870 Middlesex Co., N.J.......... 278 19 Paw Paw, W. V@ «.......... : 20 00 
Jefferson Co., Ga..... 81 75 Mecklenburg Co., N. C...... 2 00 Randolph Co., Ga. ...6 eee 6 85 & 
Say 0: Thay. 2.25. 28 60 Madison Co., Tenn.... ..... 89 25 Renville Co., Minn. ....... 5% 84 30 
Johnston Co., Ks....... 17 16 Milam (Ge Ter cc. 2. 5 a6deee 45 65 Robertson Co., Tex asi 35 30 
Jefferson Co., Neb...... 79 98 Montague Co., Tex.. 88 25 Selma, Ala...........-- cae 10 00 f 
Kent Co., Mich...... 50 00 Mt. Pleasant, Utah.. Se 2 26 Sabastian Co., Ark. oe 24 00 ; 
hee Co., ATK... 205 . 15 15 Nance Go. Neb... .265.-50+.00 % 2 Sacramento, Cal..... HAT 46 290 
Lake Co., Ind......... 2378 Nelson & Vicinity Bible Stark Bible Committee, Fla. 52 
Lucas Co., Ia..........+- Sy 25-99 Committee, Neb 2107 Screven Co., Ga......-..0665 807 ; 
Eanevin Co. KS.5...cs.ssbes0 85 00 Niagara Co., N.Y... 81 65 Stephenson Co., Il......... ss 55 86 
Louisville and Vicinity, Ky. 150 00 New Market, Tenn.. sere 17 0 St. Clair Co., Ill 2 4621 
Lake Linden, Mich.......... 2100 Nashville, Tenn.............. 17890 Sangamon Co., Il...... ' 46 45 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. ; 
Income Grants 
Church Gifts Gifts ett : Pica t* frank — 7. es 
Legacies. | Collee- | from Aux-| from Indi- 2 as eeoneign [Missionary 
tions. | iliaries. | viduals. Beer: vcore | aru reign | and other 
Funds. Societies. 
Cash ......| 16,352 15 911 90 | 5,994 90 | 1,045 $0 17:18 | 1,285 00 | 2,121 29 | 3,223 17 | 3,794 94 


Transfers. 


serene fee nee we eeee et eeee teens ee eeee sence ween wee 


Interest on Available Nf ee ee ee, Se, ee ie enema A suseeock 
~~ 


‘Trust aioe Houck eats ae Pee heme eee eee teem cent eee saan ncesnenseseeeeeeeteses 


Fitch Shepard Bible FUNG... eee cece eee eeee cece eeeee sete eee eee eee eeeeenee 300 00 5 | 
ig Neatorama b 


tee edeercee sete tee eeee eecewe beens ee eeee ee eees 


ose thseeeees eet or panseeete 


August, 1891. 
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Credited 
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Credite Yredi “y a Ta 
as Donation. on Account. as omer bend Sa kee, PALES maE ORTRD ~ oA Mk y 
St. Joseph Co., Ind... ...... $1265  Whitestde Co., Ml............ $75 00 age AES 
Shelby Co., Ia 100 00 Wright Co., Ia....cceescecees 15 00 CODA A ONC a cisacine ccpnisiie evoke euins B64 45 
Sac Co., Ia...... 9 Gi Wyandotte Co., Ks.......... 719 00 Japan Agency........ we 1,401 19 
Saline Co., Ks 4289 Watonwan Co., Minn....... 894 Mexico Agency.........scseserseeeeees 1,741 18 
Southwestern, La............ 14 09 Wyoming Co., N. Y........05 44 00 Venezuela AGenCy., ve. cscses cscs ees 16 85 
Bhefield, Mass......0. cececs 19 81 Westchester Co., N. Y....... 416 "5 ene 
Stearns Co., Minn............ 27 98 Warren COGN. Yawusveters +s 11 00 $5,228 17 
Ree OIE, MO. cccacccevctoect 200 00 Wayne Gog NG, ceancse ts 10 84 See re 2 > 
Saunders Co., Neb........ $1180 1629 ‘Wheeling & Ohio Co., W.Va. 100 00 RETURNS FROM MISSIONARY “AND 
Sutton & Vicinity, Neb 41 40 Youngstown, Ohio.......... $10 00 OTHER SOCIETIES. 
Superior & Vicinity, Neb... 25 78 ss Ad German Mission, M. E.Ch. Miss’y Soc. $8,794 94 
Meistoe Oo, Obie... ccs ccs. 2 10 $5,994 90 $11,666 77 
Sweet Water, Tenn.......... 55 70 MISCELLANEOUS. 
San Antonio, Tex.... 25 v0 FROM SALES OF BOOKS DONATED. LT BOQO’ SOL OB race vaieweaawesteoalcenat teeta $2,077 07 
Salt Lake City, Utah 60 00 Burr, Miss L. E., Holdrege, Neb....... $1 00 Sales by Colporteurs 1,285 00 
Summers Co., W. Va........ 16 07 SU 46 den Engelsman, W., Paterson, N.J.. 10 84 Roetadl Salegis. ssc eccece cae. 1,569 19 
Sheboygan Co., Wis.. 46 79 Hughes, Rey. R. W., Dist. Supt., Sun- 1,948 57 
Tampa, Fla.......... 26 84 day School! Supply. vice. vices cece 6 55 461 58 
Bapeon CO, TG... ce ccuccacs 16 09 Mead, Rey. A. J., Dist. Supt 1,906 00 
Open OO, Nok Ave. Oe 28 88 BCHOGE UPD Witewescascchossseccescee Rit Ma SO PETUSCH UNAS sgansadecned “ eytelaee 
Tompkins Co., N. Y.. 46 65 Parker, Rev. Z. A., Dist. Supt., Sun- “« subject to Life Interest......  1,97%6 58 
Tarrant Co., Tex...... as 81 27 day School SUPPLY. .sesces vec teeee 61 3. J. Burr Legacy Income..... ........- 681 52 
meaeP Ces Wis Wiki d ce 415 8 54 Presbyterian Board of Publication Pratt Wunds aon en dic cewelvennerneens 804 3 
Utica & Vicinity Welsh, N.Y. 24 57 and 8.8. Work, Philadelphia, Pa... 8 00 Sinking Fund—Alexander Campbell 
Wister' Gow, Ne Yo. 500-0 5000 Rankin, Rey. W. B., Dist. Supt., Sun- OR ACY seit cake sowioticeenrs vee eeeae 166 69 
Witginias .c<ccact. 200 00 day School Supply.................4. 20 80 Dlectrie Light.; Jemwives.eoee sete 57 15 
AW SYTION AIR: Fe ee 6: 870 Taylor, Miss E. B., Portsmouth, Va.. 1 10 Samdriesicccs: fe.s00e sastoeines ates ate 179 
Washington Co., Ark 22 25 Wainwright, Rev. G. W., Dist. Supt., 4 — 
Wilkes Co., Ga........ 52 00 Sunday School Supply............... 5 80 $14,502 31 
Washington Co., Ga. a 6 ——— ——— 
Ve a | ee 125 00 $117 18 TOtal-Recelpts.... ivisececisie cimatercateeree $57,609 22 
FOR JULY, 1891. 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
District | Colpor- Grants SUB cs 
Sup’ts’ teurs’ to Mis- : Total Total 
: : Foreign |. __, B.S. | Miscel- ‘otal ‘otal 
Salaries | Salaries ion nr To Colport- |To Forei To Life 
penile end Ton Agencies. other so Record. | laneous. ee aes aes, Downica: Transfers. Cash. 
penses. penses. cieties. 
3 ae: $ $ 
Cash........| 3,917 58, 1,044 90, 10,046 34,4,144 14) 154 00 1,295 37 Cr ul leenote sees tenons 20,603 27 
Transfers... eae Sees ee a508 350 72) .... ene 2,228 82 47? 50) 1,371 63 | 4,428 67 
WAnrxiliaries—V alue Of BOOKS SUPPlHOd, Geren occas ccc vn ocnpals occas sas cecsces se dviesienccdcerecocaiscoivsiasiesinasie| 19,500 87, 130 
The Trade— ra ie 24 PER tee ates EE Ra a icin oiclaisie oioicto wie eieiaisloloislaisrerslatsts aiciclalslals’e\slelatslele'steisfeitetil lm, 000000) 
Books for the Blind on Account of Burr Legacy IncOMe.....-.......cee cece cee cee cece cence screenees seneseecenens 95 88 2 00 
Bible House Expenses..........s-ceeceeeeee cece eeee ee ec en ec esse cece eee cnarereeesseeeeen seen es eneceneeeaeeeeeeees 636 57 
Gonoral Salaries ANd Wx penser. isc cscs ac csee ysvedceners siaitn/s aie Sylaipiale'e'e,o\015\v'a'sis a's dje'cie oe ot le'e slofalaiaieie (ols e's slelele's\elefelaaleelyieia 516 99 2,542 57 
BE TerE SEITEACLS A 11 V ORLOG cae cre 6 on:v'n.eie p vip o's din o1e1e « tig)2i die n'diaieiajzrel ays elolsisteirie.lsisls) aiorto 0's ea 0/6/a'a bale eielavois evibTN Us sicth ieWlele]e/# RIUIs Weimar solar 1,205 88 
MELECErIG TAP Gace cc ce sc.os 55 sininin site a!ncrcied owls we + obra eeinivitel ve wrelwigleW eo ble oie olecovu sis nists a pie Up's gtORTn(5 #5 a/P Aloo .01 6i0ie. a5 oof 11 6% 
BUM aT TELE TINS Actes elec ee naw ene ee aie aie Bia. ole b's widisjaide Molsvoretetatelsie in onuieren¥iatota's aor ev0/s(nlaiaie,nco.a.clojesecoesipiang lajigeuniNU eli lorsferely'§ piste ibs are 17 00 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
EPOSITORY. 
Manuf’g | Rent of Eg - Doce 
- Machin’ry| and Ex- Boxes, Value of | Books ount 
q Wages. | Material. | Repairs & eT & Tools. | pensesin | Cartage. Sooke re- Imported, | 02 Sales. 
E a cna aye Depository Sti turned. |Duties, ete. 
 Gash,......| 11,231 12| 11,611 02} 8905] 15828] 19188| 57356) 370 30 babs 11 00 ae 24,236 21 
Transfers... cae atic: dae HP, acts 215. wae 1h1 70 | 156 76 | 1,857 35 | 2,157 96 
Total Tramsfers.........ccccccececccccecccccccrecancsessnssseesseeessesensensesccesseeces 28,107 08 a 
Cash Disbursements.........-.-.eessesereererecerecensuseeeversscnsaeasescesecsceseeec cases 49,256 47 
Cash Balance forward to August, 1891 .........:ssssesesesscseesreeeceeceereeerceescesereccssseees| 28,882 37 
N. B.—The amounts in Irazic type are not actual cash transactions, but necessary payments by transfer as between the different $78,088 84 


a 


Departments, to show the net result of each. 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D............... President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D.....- ++ Correapohdiniy 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ Secretaria 
REV. ALBERT 8S. HUNT, D.D.........-.-++ EB oe NN 
WILLIAM FOULEK Biv. ccec cccccn esse ue vccssecnves® Treasurer. 


CALEB TT. ROW Bek vives cmeveviwiele sees sees General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books and communications for the Bible Society Record, 
should be addressed to ‘*The Secretaries of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘‘ The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales‘shall be for cash 
only. Wo books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR. NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rev. Z. A. PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
PATICATIGAS ae civic’ s 2\c'ie siofoveis Siepsivitreeet Rey. E. M. PIPKIN, 
. Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada............ Rey. JOHN THOMPSON, D. D., 
Oakland, Cal. 
GOON Bare ci se oe ete se sek Aolerreense Rev. HERBERT P. MYERS, 
Barnesville, Geo. 
MUINOIS 2 oes oe cee wealeeerekeree eee Rev. E. G. SMITH, 
Princeton, Il, 
MYICHIATID cote tee oe vctecle iekeeene see Rev. W. J. VIGUS, 
Wabash, Ind, 
LOW sidacieethe so bose cia setae Bemis Rev. R. W. HUGHES, 
Grinnell, Iowa, 
WRADSAB Es dcop ne sccchine vee nmkn esis Rev. 8. D. STORRS, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rev. Gro. 8. SAVAGE, M. D. 


Covington, Ky. 
«+eee. REV. J. W. MCLAURIN, 
New Orleans, La, 


Louisiana & Mississippi.. 


Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rev. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Appleton, Wis. 

Minnesota & Dakota............ Rey. JosHuA TEVANS, 
Minneapolis, Minn, 

Missouri......... RAL ee Re eres obs Rey. J. W. LEWIS, D. D., 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- ee, G. W. WAINWRIGHT, D.D., 
Diy esos eserves eos seeieees Blair, Neb, 


New Jersey & Delaware......... Rev. WILLIAM W. MOFFETT, 
Westyield, Union Co., N. J. 
seseccetoess ROV. D. K, VAN DOREN, 
? Mechanicsville, N. Y. 
North & South Carolina........Rev. Toomas H. LAw, D.D., 
‘ Spartanburg, 8. CO. 
sesescoesees- ROV. KS, GILLETTE, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
Oregon, Washington Terr’y, ene P. C. HETZLER, 
Idaho, and Montana........ Salem, Oregon, 
ORAS oe codes sisvos Salvia Seley seeeeee+eROV. WILLIAM B, RANKIN, 
Austin, Texas, 
West Virginia........,........... Rev. THOMAS COTTON, 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 


INOW YOrKiss.acasks 


PMO vere nateaien eis. 
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NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object_is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scréptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shall 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 4 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To wham grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers ~ 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should by made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. 

Pubdlec institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 
be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution, 


~ 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. ¥ 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1891, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, — 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society ~~ 
may receive one copy free of pos by virtue of his mem- — 
bership, on the simple condition that the request for it is renewed 
annually, On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- — 
2 “te churches contributing directly to the funds of the 

ociety. ; ae 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the president, 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which rem 
mae ae pee as ce Other copies may be ordered at e 
club rates; but the money should in all opany 
the order. if i 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and fai 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the er 
letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. __ 


. 
by 


é 


